
TESTIMONY ON H.B. 5653 
 
I spent nearly 20 years of my life doing work for CT government, and a lot of that was 
under this Dome.  I am asking that you read, and not just file, this brief 2 page 
testimony.   
 
The purpose of this testimony is to encourage you to vote NO to H.B.5653, which: 

• at a minimum, will make it hard for people already struggling in our economy to 
own a firearm and especially to train properly; 

• really looks more like a sin tax; 
• penalizes law-abiding citizens for the actions of criminals; and, 
• is in addition to the 11% tax that guns and ammo are ALREADY subjected to 

before adding the current CT sales tax. 

I would ask that members of the General Assembly please stop with ill-conceived efforts 
driven by the absolute fallacy that criminals obey our laws.  They don’t.  None of them. 
They never will. 
 
Many governors and legislators across this nation like to use “gun control” speeches 
and efforts to fool the unsuspecting uneducated masses (uneducated because these 
same legislators refuse to tell the truth and release information to that public).  Tough 
talk is easy.  Scare the public and maybe they will vote for you.   
 
What is discussed most – mass shootings – are caused by mentally deranged/mentally 
ill people and younger people on powerful medication.  Yet there is LITTLE-TO-NO 
effort made to determine the causes of those two conditions nor to put money and effort 
into finding the root causes of those problems and solving them.  No, instead, let’s make 
ourselves sound good and charge a tax, or let’s reduce the number of rounds in a 
magazine, or maybe you can only buy one firearm a month instead of 2, or 5, or 
whatever.  You have no idea of how off-the-mark such things are. 
 
Perhaps you do not know the statistics (these are from the CDC):  
Most recent number of deaths (2019) for the leading causes (1 to 10) of death in the 
United States: 

1) Heart disease: 659,041 
2) Cancer: 599,601 
3) Accidents (unintentional injuries): 173,040 
4) Chronic lower respiratory diseases: 156,979 
5) Cerebrovascular diseases: 150,005 
6) Alzheimer’s disease: 121,499 
7) Diabetes: 87,647 
8) Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and nephrosis: 51,565  
9) Influenza and Pneumonia: 49.783 
10) Intentional self-harm (suicide): 47,511 
11) Chronic liver disease and cirrhosis: 44,358 



12) Septicemia (blood poisoning): 38,431 
13) Essential hypertension and hypertensive renal disease: 36,524 
14) Parkinson disease: 35,311 
15) Firearm deaths should be listed here: 19,384 (homicides were 9,143 of this 

number).   The total number is appx 45,000 BUT 24,292 of those are included in 
#10 because they were suicide by firearm.   

 
As an aside, where are you on a MUCH more significant area on which you could have 
a major effect: Medical Malpractice? 
 
MISSING from the above list, likely for political reasons, is the true #3: Medical 
Malpractice.  EVERYONE wants to hide this.  Why is that?  Why wouldn’t you put 
some effort into looking into this? 
 
Medical errors are the third-leading cause of death after heart disease and cancer. 
250,000 deaths per year, and possibly as high as 440,000 (2018 study by Johns 
Hopkins). 
 
Back to the original subject.   
 
In CT in 2019 there were 190 total deaths due to firearms.  And although Leadership will 
try to convince you otherwise, the number has little to do with the “anti-gun” laws 
already on the books.   
 
Look…  It’s never a good thing to see anyone dying or injured from firearms.  And it 
makes sense to have common sense laws on the books (which nearly every state has) 
that focus on gun safety, or keeping firearms out of the hands of people known to be 
dangerous to themselves or others, or people with known mental illness.  And it’s 
important to do background checks and to red flag large purchases that could be “straw 
man” purchases, etc.  But Connecticut has long ago moved to the ridiculous with a 
number of laws on the books that will never save one life, nor keep any criminal intent 
on doing harm to another from doing so.  Not one. 
 
If the Legislature needs someone to help educate them on this subject area or to offer 
counter arguments to the people who are driven purely by emotion or political gain, I 
would be happy to make myself available.   
 
Please vote NO on H.B. 5653, as well as the additional upcoming related Bills. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Michael Barton 


